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THE FOLK-LORE OF BOMBAY*
THE author of this work, Mr, R. E. Enthoven, is already
known to folk-lorists by his two volumes on the folk-lore of
Gujarat and the Konkan, two districts included in the Bombay
Presidency. More recently he has published in three volumes
a treatise on the tribes and castes of Bombay, which ranges
with the corresponding works of Risley, Crooke, Thurston,
and Russel on other regions of India, the whole forming a
fairly complete survey of Indian ethnology, with the exception
of Assam, of which the tribes are described separately in a
series of valuable monographs published under the auspices
of the Assam Government. In the present work Mr. Enthoven
has given us an account of the popular religion and super-
stitions of the various races included in the Bombay Presidency.
A residence of some thirty years as a magistrate in the Presidency
has afforded him ample means for the collection of material,
and he has made excellent use of his opportunities. In the
large store of facts accumulated, the orderliness of their
arrangement, and the clearness of their description the book
is a model of what such a work should be. It is a further
merit of the writer that he strictly abstains from speculation
and from far-reaching comparisons, which only tend to impair
the value of a descriptive work on a definite ethnical area.
Yet the very severity of Mr. Enthoven's treatment makes the
book not easy reading to the ordinary Englishman* The
serried array of facts, joined to the multitude of strange and
seemingly barbarous names of deities, spirits, and places,
* The Folklore of Bombay, By R. E, Enthoven. (Oxford: at The
Clarendon Press, 1924.) (The Times Literary Supplement^ February
12, 1925.)
362